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Delve into the world of fanfiction: 

 
www.fanfiction.net 
 
https://www.wattpad.com/stories/fanfiction 
 
https://archiveofourown.org/ 
 
https://www.quotev.com/fanfic 
 
https://kindleworlds.amazon.com/ 

 
 
 

Glossary of Common Fanfiction Terms: 
 
TERM DEFINITION 
A/N Author’s note. 
AU Alternative universe: Diverges from established canon and changes 

the rest of the events in canon. 
Canon Established history and characterisations of the show, movie or book. 

Open to interpretation due to a viewer’s perceptions. What is classed 
as canon may differ from fandom to fandom e.g when a book is made 
into a movie, usually the book would be considered canon. 

Challenge Set to encourage and test authors to write a piece with the ideas/rules 
listed, sometimes part of a contest. 

Crackfic What was the author snorting when they wrote? Often deliberate.  
Crossover, 
xover, C/O 

Involves characters and/or locations from more than one fandom. 

Deathfic A piece where most of the characters die in a horrible and grotesque 
fashion with a focus on the ramifications of their deaths.  

Drabble A piece that is exactly one hundred words long. (Half-drabble = 50 
words, Double-drabble = 200 words) 

Fandom All fan activities around and about a show, movie, book, cartoon, etc.  
Fanon A belief held in a fandom that is common though there may be little 

canon evidence to support the belief. 
Fanzine, zine Amateur magazines created by fans. 
Ficlet A very short piece of fanfiction. 
Fluff A light piece with no real message. Though usually positive, the term 

can be derogatory when used to say that a piece lacked substance. 
Het Heterosexual fanfiction (het fic) has a romantic relationship between 

two characters of the opposite sex. The term is used most commonly 
in reference to non-canon pairings. 

Lemon A piece with one or several sex scenes in it.  
Lime Is similar to a lemon, but milder. The fic contains non-explicit sexual 



 
 

situations. 
Mary Sue A character that is perfect, who has a tendency to save the day and 

may be loosely based on the author. Is generally considered 
derogatory. 

Marty Stu, 
Gary Stu,  

A male version of Mary Sue. 

MPreg A male character becomes pregnant. 
Non-canon Direct violation of canon. Similar to AU but differs in that it meshes 

with canon except for a detail that happens in the piece. 
OC Original character. (OFC Original Female Character, OMC Original 

Male Character) 
One shot  A one chapter fanfiction. 
OOC Out of character. A character that acts differently from their canon self. 
Pairing Any combination of characters romantically and/or sexually involved, 

either from established continuity or (more likely) desired together by 
fans. The term is often interchangeable with “ship”. 

Plot bunny A story idea that hops into an author's mind and won't leave until the 
story is written or spawns many other ideas. 

PWP Porn Without Plot or Plot, What Plot? Fanfiction that contains no other 
action than an overt sexual act between the characters. 

Real person 
fic, RPF 

Featuring real people in fictional events, relationships, etc. 

RL Real life. 
R/R Read and Review. Usually used by authors to encourage readers to 

review their fic. 
Ship Short for “relationship.” A romantic pairing. 
Shipper A fan that supports a romantic pairing for a genre.  
Slash A piece with the central theme, plot or characterizations involving a 

romantic or sexual relationship between two members of the same 
sex. (Also M/M or F/F or Femslash, femme slash) 

Smut A piece that has sexual content. Smut has many levels. Some smut 
pieces may have scenes with sexual intercourse. Some smut pieces 
may not. 

Songfic Stands for song fanfiction. A songfic is a piece that normally starts out 
with the lyrics from a song. This song inspired the writer, relates to 
how a character is viewed or sets the mood/tone/plot of a story. 

Vignette A piece centered on a character’s emotions, experiences and 
reflections. Usually very short. 

WIP Work in Progress. WIPS are generally posted chapter by chapter. 
When finished, the author may go back and revise the story. 

 
 


